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Objectives

Develop procedures and recommendations
for timely and efficient permitting of PV
systems by building inspectors and other
jurisdiction officials.

Minimize costs of permitting for PV
systems.
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Draft Report: Contents

Introduction
Currently Available Methods
Recommended Approach
Other Recommendations
Summary
Bibliography
Reference to IEEE PVSC Paper on Local Codes Issues
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Currently Available Methods

FSEC’s PV System Design Review
and Approval process.

Brooks Engineering’s Inspector
Guidelines for PV Systems.

Similarities and Differences in two
methods.
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FSEC PV System Approval Certificate
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Simplified Design Checkout
(Brooks Engineering)
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Recommended Approach

Listed/Approved PV Systems
 Require only post-installation or field inspection

checklist
Unlisted PV Systems
 Require pre-installation check/approval
 PV system design review and approval by approved

experts (FSEC, other agencies, PEs)
 Simplified design tools and considerations
 Also require field inspection inspection checklist
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Recommendations
Near Term (Current Year)

Promote FSEC’s PV System Design
Review and Approval and Brooks Engg’s
Inspector Guidelines for PV Systems to
State Energy Officials, Building Inspectors
and Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ)
officials.
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Recommendations
Longer Term (One to Three Years)

 Implement PV System Design Approval by
a national certification body such as
NABCEP, PowerMark or SRCC.

Expand PV System Design Review and
Approval process to possibly include
Brooks Engg., BEW Engg., SWTDI,
Sandia, NREL and qualified PEs.
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Stakeholders Involvement

Review the draft report (to be completed in
two weeks) and provide comments.

Suggest the state and local agencies to work
with for promotion and implementation of PV
System Design Review and Simplified PV
System Schematics approaches.

Provide support and collaborate on outreach
activities, including seminars, short courses,
etc.
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